
The Secret Service was established in 1865 to stop the counterfeiting of U.S. 
currency. In 1901, after the assassination of William McKinley, Congress 
requested the Secret Service add guarding the president to its mission. Today, 
the Secret Service protects the president and the first family, former presidents, 
presidential candidates, and foreign heads of state. The Secret Service also 
provides security at special national events.
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